
GPP Issue no. 26 
December 2012	News-Alert

 
The Life-Cycle Costing tool 
developed as part of ‘Smart SPP’ 
is now available online with a user 
guide in 6 European languages. 
The tool is designed to help 
calculate CO2 emissions and Life 
Cycle Costs (LCC) of innovative 
products under development, in 
order to assist with procurement 
decision-making. 

With the capacity to compare 
up to 15 different products, the 
LCC-CO2 tool and accompanying 
Procurement Guide on SPP and 
energy efficient innovation can 
be accessed here.

Which have been the most significant GPP 
achievements for Koprivnica?
A key area for us has been energy efficient construction 
and refurbishment. We have two passive housing 
developments, with a third underway. Solar panels and 
ground source heat pumps have been used and the 
buildings have an energy classification of A+ (less than 
15kWh/m2a). We created a low energy kindergarten 
using similar green criteria. Construction of a zero 
emission university campus is also now underway. 

Council and EP progression towards procurement reform
The Council 
and the 
European 
Parliament 
(EP) are 
finding their 
positions 
on the 
procurement 
reform, 
proposed by 

the Commission in December 2011.

The Council has developed a compromise text, 
of which the latest draft can be found here. A 
key aspect of the ECJ judgment in the Dutch 
coffee Case C-368/10 was included. The Court 
held that it was acceptable to refer to aspects 
of the production process in contract award 
criteria, even where these do not form part 
of the material substance of the goods being 
purchased. The Council draft outlines that 

Reducing CO2 through green construction in Koprivnica
Which are the key factors that drove this progress? 
Cross-party support for sustainable development 
initiatives has been vital. Setting ourselves specific 
targets also helped, especially as part of Local Agenda 
21 and the Sustainable Energy Action Plan (SEAP) in 
2011. Another crucial element has been involvement 
in European projects and initiatives. The City gained 
a great deal of knowledge on green construction 
through the IEE Intense project.

How has the construction market responded to 
increased environmental demands?
It has responded and cooperated well. A national 
building company contracted to construct the passive 
housing is now using them as a reference. It made a net 
loss on the first development but it was a good long 
term investment as much knowledge has been gained. 
European companies will be stronger competitors 
when Croatia becomes an EU Member State next year, 
and national businesses wish to retain the market.  

To view the interview in full, click here.

Zoom in on… online LCC 
tool“contracting authorities…may in the technical 

specifications, the award criteria or the contract 
performance clauses require and refer to a 
specific label…” , provided the labels meet 
certain standards of relevance, independence 
and transparency. 

Amendments have also been tabled to allow 
violations of national social and environmental 
laws to be legitimate grounds of exclusion 
and to make the new innovation partnership 
procedure more flexible. 

On 18th December, the EP’s Committee on 
the Internal Market and Consumer Protection 
(IMCO) adopted its report on the proposed 
new public sector directive. Information 
will soon be available here and an analysis 
of results and further developments will be 
provided in January’s News Alert. The date for a 
vote in plenary still needs to be decided upon. 

Helena Hećimović is the City 
Councillor responsible for 
Environmental Protection and 
Urban Mobility in Koprovnica, 
North West Croatia. Although 
Croatia will not become a full 
EU Member State until July 

2013, the City has already successfully participated 
in a number of European sustainable development 
initiatives and won the “European Mobility Week” 
award in 2007.
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Zoom in on… GPP uptake 
in Italy

A recent LIFE+ survey of 156 
purchasing and environmental 
managers in Italy has identified 
factors influencing the adoption 
of GPP. 

In contrast to previous studies, 
no link was found between 
authorities adopting the ISO 
14001 certificate and GPP 
implementation. Findings 
suggest that a broad knowledge 
of GPP is key to its implementation 
and that better information and 
training schemes in technical, 
legal and economic aspects of 
GPP may be effective. Further 
details can be found here.
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http://www.smart-spp.eu/
http://www.smart-spp.eu/index.php?id=7633
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/12/st16/st16725-re01.en12.pdf
http://www.eumayors.eu/+-Sustainable-Energy-Action-Plan,32-+.html
http://www.intense-energy.eu/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue26_NewsAlert_Interview.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2011/0438(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2011/0438(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/subject-files.html?id=20120214CDT38033#menuzone
http://www.mobilityweek.eu/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/integration/research/newsalert/pdf/309na5.pdf
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GPP examples

Zoom in on... ETV pilot 
programme

Promoting Biodiversity in Green Urban Areas

In April this year, the Town of Lille began a 4-year contract 
for the maintenance of green spaces in the municipality and 
the adjacent communities of Hellemmes and Lomme. The 
framework contract is split into 4 lots covering; grass verges, 
cemeteries and parks within 2 different zones. 

In 2001, Lille introduced overall targets to reduce pesticides 
and other chemicals in order to reduce pollution and promote 
biodiversity. These targets have been reflected in this tender, 
alongside many other methods to promote biodiverse 
habitats including manual grass cutting techniques and the 
creation of wildlife corridors, buffer zones around water and 

animal underpasses along roads.  

The successful design and award of this tender is contributing towards Lille’s goal of phasing 
out the use of pesticides in public green areas. They are on track to achieve this objective 
for the whole town by 2014. The strong focus on sustaining biodiversity has helped Lille to 
become the French Biodiversity capital for 2012.

Download the GPP example here.

Environmental Technology 
Verification (ETV) is a new tool to 
help innovative environmental 
technologies reach the market. 
Performance claims are verified by 
third parties using robust, scientific 
procedures. Example ‘Statements of 
Verification’ can be found here.  

The EU ETV pilot programme 
includes water and energy 
technologies, waste and resources. 
Two ETV Verification Bodies 
already exist and 12 others await 
accreditation. Technologies can 
now be proposed for verification 
and public procurers may integrate 
ETV into plans for procuring eco-
innovation.

GPP News-Alert is an initiative of the European Commission, Directorate-General Environment published on a monthly basis.
Editor: GPP Helpdesk | Email: gpp@iclei.org
The articles published in the GPP News-Alert represent the personal views of the contributors and do not necessary reflect those of the 
European Commission, nor any person acting on its behalf.

To read more GPP examples, visit the GPP website.  Previous News Alerts are available here.

Following the success of 
EcoProcura 2012 in Malmö, 
Sweden, ICLEI- Local Governments 
for Sustainability are inviting bids 
from public authorities interested 
in hosting the ninth EcoProcura 
Conference 2014.

The EcoProcura conference 
series is the only European-wide 
forum to promote exchange and 
dialogue amongst purchasers 
from all levels of governments, 
suppliers and policy-makers on 
strategies towards sustainable 
public procurement. Further 
information and contact details 
can be found in the call for 
submission of bids.

Zoom in on… EcoProcura 
Call for Interest
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The Vorarlberg Environmental Association offers support 
and guidance in the renovation and construction of 
sustainable public buildings to all communities in the 
province of Vorarlberg, Austria. The Municipality of Lorüns 
was supported by the Association’s GPP advisory service 
in the preparatory, planning, tendering and construction 
phases of their latest building project. This study focuses 
on the contract to build a low environmental impact 
façade for the local fire station.

Assistance with concepts for materials, construction 
and energy, as well as environmental and legal checks 

was provided. Furthermore, as part of the tendering support service offered, technical 
specifications were selected from a list of GPP criteria within “Baubook”, an Austrian ecological 
building product database. This comprehensive resource includes environmental, energy-
efficient and free-to-use criteria devised by the Austrian Institute for Building and Ecology 
(IBO) with input from IFZ and European Institutions.

Over 50 projects in the province have used the advisory service to date. 

Download the GPP example here.

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue26_Case_Study56_Lille_biodiversity.pdf
http://www.etv-denmark.com/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/etv/index.htm
mailto:gpp%40iclei.org?subject=
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/case_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/alert_en.htm
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?ICLEILocalGovernment/96755f067d/da6b155afc/1766b75cb2
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?ICLEILocalGovernment/96755f067d/da6b155afc/1766b75cb2
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue26_Case_Study57_Vorarlberg_construction.pdf

